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Overview

This course examines the social aspects of religion including its definitions, organizations, causes, and consequences.  
Students will write in-class essays every class period, based on the readings for that day as well as other materials.  These essays will be graded 0 to 1, and students can drop their three worst grades at the end of the semester.  Students will also take a midterm and a final, and the course grade will comprise the in-class essays, midterm, and final (one-third of the grade each). 

Required Reading:

Religion in Society: A Sociology of Religion, 8th Edition, Ronald Johnstone
Sociology of Religion: A Reade,  Susanne Monahan, William Mirola, and Michael Emerson

Religions of the World, 10th Edition, Lewis Hopfe and Mark Woodward  

Fine Print

In a sense this syllabus is a contract between the instructor and the students about what will take place during this class.  As with all contracts, it has its fine print.

Student's work will be graded by how well they meet the demands of the assignment, as judged by the professor.  If any portion of the student's work is not original, the assignment will receive zero credit and most likely an "F" will be given for the course.

As a policy, I do not give out "incomplete" as a final grade and require that all work be completed by the end of the semester.

Plagiarism (taken from the UConn Student Code):

A fundamental tenet of all educational institutions is academic honesty; academic work depends upon respect for and acknowledgement of the research and ideas of others. Misrepresenting someone else's work as one's own is a serious offense in any academic setting and it will not be condoned.

Academic misconduct includes, but is not limited to, providing or receiving assistance in a manner not authorized by the instructor in the creation of work to be submitted for academic evaluation (e.g. papers, projects, and examinations); any attempt to influence improperly (e.g. bribery, threats) any member of the faculty, staff, or administration of the University in any matter pertaining to academics or research; presenting, as one's own, the ideas or words of another for academic evaluation; doing unauthorized academic work for which another person will receive credit or be evaluated; and presenting the same or substantially the same papers or projects in two or more courses without the explicit permission of the instructors involved.

Common forms of plagiarism include using other people's ideas without citing them, and using three or more consecutive words from another source without properly quoting them.

Academic misconduct perpetrated on rough drafts and quizzes is still academic misconduct.  Unintentional academic misconduct is still academic misconduct, for you are responsible for your work.  A student who knowingly assists another student in committing an act of academic misconduct shall be equally accountable for the violation, and shall be subject to the sanctions and other remedies described in The Student Code.

Class Schedule
	Week

#
	Date
	Topic
	Readings

	1
	Aug 28
	Introduction

Soc of religion
	Johnstone ch. 1, pp. 21-29

Monaha pp. 5-9

Hopfe ch. 1

	
	Aug 30
	What is religion?
	Johnstone ch. 4

Monahan pp 16-23, 290-297

Hopfe ch. 10

	2
	Sept 4
	Religion in the US


	Johnstone ch. 12

Monahan pp. 297-303, 344-350, 404-406

	
	Sept 6
	Example of Religion in the US
	Johnstone ch. 14

Hopfe ch. 12

	3
	Sept 11
	Religion in the World


	Monahan pp. 165-172, 266-282

Hopfe ch. 13

Mecca documentary

	
	Sept 13
	Functionalism


	Johnstone pp. 30-35

Monahan pp. 9-15

	4
	Sept 18
	Religion as groups and organization
	Johnstone ch. 3

Monahan pp. 231-257

	
	Sept 20
	Marx & conflict theory


	Johnstone ch. 6

Monahan pp. 15-16

	5
	Sept 25
	Religion and politics


	Johnstone ch. 7

Monahan pp. 337-342, 351-373

Bush documentary

	
	Sept 27
	A people apart: Hassidic Jews 
	Monahan pp. 233-236

	6
	Oct 2
	Sacred Canopy


	Monahan pp. 23-29

Hopfe ch. 3

	
	Oct 4
	Rational choice


	Johnstone pp. 36-37, 393-395

	7
	Oct 9
	Religion and health


	Hopfe ch. 8

	
	Oct 11
	Moral believing animals
	Hopfe ch. 11

	8
	Oct 16
	MIDTERM


	

	
	Oct 18
	Secularization


	Monahan pp. 196-224



	9
	Oct 23
	Religion and social class
	Johnstone ch. 9, 10

Monahan pp. 144-165

	
	Oct 25
	Religion and gender


	Johnstone ch. 11

	10
	Oct 30
	Religion and race/ ethnicity
	Johnstone ch. 13

Monahan pp. 83-89, 96-104

	
	Nov 1
	Religion and sex


	Monahan pp. 176-180, 189-195

Hopfe ch. 4

	11
	Nov 6
	Religion and the media


	Monahan pp. 304-336

	
	Nov 8
	Fundamentalism


	Johstone ch. 8

Hopfe ch. 6

	12
	Nov 13
	Socialization


	Johnstone 91-95



	
	Nov 15
	Dimensions in individual religion
	Johnstone 95-109

	13
	Nov 20
	Thanksgiving
	

	
	Nov 22
	Thanksgiving
	

	14
	Nov 27
	Variations in religiosity


	Hopfe ch. 7

	
	Nov 29
	Conversion/ deconversion
	Johnstone 110-118

	15
	Dec 4
	Friends of God


	---

	
	Dec 6
	
	---

	
	Dec 10
	FINAL
	3:30 PM~5:30 PM


