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This course introduces you to the research methods of sociology.  You will learn to critically evaluate social research and to conduct your own, basic-level research. 

The required textbooks, available at the University Co-op, are:

· How It’s Done: An Invitation to Social Research, Emily Stier Adler and Roger Clark (Third Edition)

· Readings in Social Research Methods, Diane Kholos Wysocki (Third Edition)
The final grade will be based on the midterm (25%), final (25%), in-class essays (25%), and research projects (25%).  Class participation may be used to decide borderline grades.
This syllabus is a contract between the instructor and the students about what will take place this semester.  As with all contracts, it has its fine print.

Arriving to class after the in-class essays have been assigned counts as missing them.  No make-ups are provided.  I will drop your three lowest essay grades. 
As a policy, I do not give out "incomplete" as a final grade and require that all work be completed. 

Plagiarism (taken from the UConn Student Code):

A fundamental tenet of all educational institutions is academic honesty; academic work depends upon respect for and acknowledgement of the research and ideas of others. Misrepresenting someone else's work as one's own is a serious offense in any academic setting and it will not be condoned.

Academic misconduct includes, but is not limited to, providing or receiving assistance in a manner not authorized by the instructor in the creation of work to be submitted for academic evaluation (e.g. papers, projects, and examinations); any attempt to influence improperly (e.g. bribery, threats) any member of the faculty, staff, or administration of the University in any matter pertaining to academics or research; presenting, as one's own, the ideas or words of another for academic evaluation; doing unauthorized academic work for which another person will receive credit or be evaluated; and presenting the same or substantially the same papers or projects in two or more courses without the explicit permission of the instructors involved.

A student who knowingly assists another student in committing an act of academic misconduct shall be equally accountable for the violation, and shall be subject to the sanctions and other remedies described in The Student Code.

For any act of plagiarism or other academic misconduct, the student will receive no credit for that assignment, receive an "F" for the class, and be referred to the Dean of Students for Disciplinary Action.

Class Schedule

	Week
	Topic
	Date
	Readings & Assignments

	1
	Introduction
	1/22
	W pp 7-10

	
	What is sociological research?
	1/24
	A&C Chaps 1 & 2; W pp 1-7

	2
	Measurement & validity
	1/29
	A&C Chap 6; W Chap 6

	
	
	1/31
	

	3
	Causality
	2/5
	Hirschi & Selvin article(on-line); W pp 11-16

	
	
	2/7
	

	4
	Research designs
	2/12
	A&C Chap 7; W 61-74, 74-81

Project 1 due: Everyday causality

	
	
	2/14
	

	5
	Sampling
	2/19
	A&C Chap 5; W Chap 7

Project  2 due: Evaluate research

	
	
	2/21
	

	6
	Ethics
	2/26
	A&C Chap 3;  W pp 41-54
Project 3 due: Ethics 

	
	Midterm
	2/28
	----

	7
	Analyzing data
	3/4
	A&C Chap 15; W 91-97; Becker Chapter 1 (on-line); Becker “Crock” (on-line)

	
	
	3/6
	

	
	Spring Break
	3/11
	----

	
	
	3/13
	---- 

	8
	Observational
	3/18
	A&C Chap 11; W pp. 176-184
Project 5 = greetings.  

	
	
	3/20
	

	9
	Interviewing
	3/25
	A&C Chap 10; W pp. 185-190

	
	
	3/27
	

	10
	Content analysis

Student presentations
	4/1
	A&C Chap 13; W pp 169-176

Project 5 due: Participant observation

	
	
	4/3
	

	11
	Experiments
	4/8
	A&C Chap 8; W pp 144-151; Bertrand & Mullainathan article (on-line)

	
	
	4/10
	

	12
	Surveys
	4/15
	A&C Chap 9; W 151-157; Schuman article (on-line)

	
	
	4/17
	

	13
	Archive/stats
Student presentations
	4/22
	A&C Chap 12; A&C 434-452; W 194-202

Project 6 due: Surveys

	
	
	4/24
	

	14
	Politics of social research
	4/29
	Rossi article (on-line)



	
	TBA
	4/31
	Project 7 due: Gender discrimination
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