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Overview

This course examines the sociological study of criminology.  It covers both theoretical explanations of criminology and applied research of it.   

Students will write in-class essays every class period, based on the readings for that day as well as other materials.  These essays will be graded 0 to 1, and students can drop their three worst grades at the end of the semester.  Students will also take a midterm and a final, and the course grade will comprise the in-class essays, midterm, and final (one-third of the grade each). 

The following books are available at the University Co-op:

· Criminological Theory: Context and Consequences, 4th Edition, J. Robert Lilly, Francis Cullen, and Richard Ball 
· Boundaries, edited by Bradley Wright and Ralph McNeal.
· Monster: The Autobiography of an L.A. Gang Member, by Sanyika Shakur

· Homicide: A Year on the Killing Streets, by David Simon
Fine Print

In a sense this syllabus is a contract between the instructor and the students about what will take place this semester.  As with all contracts, it has its fine print.

Arriving to class after the in-class essays have been assigned counts as missing them.  No make-ups are provided.

As a policy, I do not give out "incomplete" as a final grade and require that all work be completed. 

Plagiarism (taken from the UConn Student Code):

A fundamental tenet of all educational institutions is academic honesty; academic work depends upon respect for and acknowledgement of the research and ideas of others. Misrepresenting someone else's work as one's own is a serious offense in any academic setting and it will not be condoned.

Academic misconduct includes, but is not limited to, providing or receiving assistance in a manner not authorized by the instructor in the creation of work to be submitted for academic evaluation (e.g. papers, projects, and examinations); any attempt to influence improperly (e.g. bribery, threats) any member of the faculty, staff, or administration of the University in any matter pertaining to academics or research; presenting, as one's own, the ideas or words of another for academic evaluation; doing unauthorized academic work for which another person will receive credit or be evaluated; and presenting the same or substantially the same papers or projects in two or more courses without the explicit permission of the instructors involved.

A student who knowingly assists another student in committing an act of academic misconduct shall be equally accountable for the violation, and shall be subject to the sanctions and other remedies described in The Student Code.

For any act of plagiarism or other academic misconduct, the student will receive no credit for that assignment, receive an "F" for the class, and be referred to the Dean of Students for Disciplinary Action.
Class Schedule
	Week

#
	Date
	Theory of Crime
	Issues of Crime
	Readings
	Application
(may change)

	1
	Jan

22
	Class Introduction
	What is Crime?
	Hagan

	Brother’s Keeper

	2
	Jan 

29
	What is a theory?
	Measuring Crime,

Survey
	LCB, Chap 1

Akers; 

Mosher
	Gladiator Days

	3
	Feb 

5
	Biological

 
	Overview of Crime in US
	LCB, 17-31, Chap 13
Mednick;

Black
	Bus 174

	4
	Feb 

12
	Psychological

 
	Serial Murders
	LCB 107-112, 321-326
Caspi;

Fox
	Stevie

	5
	Feb 

19
	Rational Choice


	Death Penalty
	LCB, 15-17, 276-283
Clarke;

Radelet
	The Iceman

	6
	Feb 

26
	Social Control


	Drugs
	LCB, Chap 5, 99-107, 326-331
Sampson;

Becker
	Devil’s Playground

	7
	March 
4
	Midterm
	---
	---


	---



	
	March

11
	Spring 
	Break
	Spring


	Break

	8
	March 18
	Social Learning


	How to Burgle
	LCB 41-44, 
48-50
Akers;

Wright
	Lost Children of Rockdale

	9
	March
25 
	Strain Theories


	Culture of Fear
	LCB, Chap 4
Cloward;

Glassner
	Smartest Man in Room

	10
	April

1
	Labeling
	Gun Control
	LCB, Chap 7
Gove;

Stolzenberg
	Bowling for Columbine

	11
	April 

8
	Situational & Ecological
	Broken Windows
	LCB, 33-41, 

44-48, 257-260, 266-275
Stark;

Wilson
	Streetwise

	12
	April 

15
	Conflict

 
	Reintegrative Shaming
	LCB, Chap 8, 9, 139-141
Spitzer

Friedrichs
	Weather Underground

	13
	April 

22
	Race & Gender


	Is U.S. CJ Racist?
	LCB 113-114, Chap 10

Caulfield;

Tonry
	Murder on a Sunday a.m.

	14
	April 

29 
	Actors in the CJ system
	
	Blumberg;
Cole
	----


