Social Psychology

Sociology 230W


Fall 2006
Brad Wright

311 Manchester Hall

University of Connecticut 

bradley.wright@uconn.edu, 6-3771

Class meets Tuesday, Thursday at 9:30-10:45 in Storrs Hall, room 2.

Office Hours: Tuesdays 11-12 and Thursdays 1-2
This course examines the sociological study of social psychology.  It covers both theoretical explanations of social psychology and applied research of it.   The course is organized around distinct topics within the study of social psychology, including attitudes, aggression, interpersonal relationships, deviance, and small groups.

Students will write two papers based on the books Culture of Fear and What Should I Do With My Life.  These papers will be graded in terms of clarity and quality of discussion, organization, and creative thinking.  Students will revise their work in light of the instructor’s comments.

In addition, students will answer questions at the start of every class period on the assigned readings.  Their answers will be graded 0 or 1.  Students can drop their four worst quiz grades at the end of the session.  I recommend that students use these drops to cover days that they were absent or were unable to prepare for the essay

Students will also be given a midterm and final examination in essay format.

The final course grade will be based on two papers, each worth 25%, and three forms of testing, in-class questions (20%), a midterm (15%) and a final (15%).  Borderline grades may be influenced by in-class participation.

The required textbooks, available at the University Co-op, are:

· Social Psychology by H. Andrew Michener and John DeLamater.  

· Inside Social Life by Spencer Cahill. 

· Culture of Fear by Barry Glassner

· What Should I Do with My Life?  By Po Bronson

Fine Print

In a sense this syllabus is a contract between the instructor and the students about what will take place this summer session.  As with all contracts, it has its fine print.

Papers are due at the start of class on the assigned date.  Earlier submissions are welcome.  Late papers will lose a fraction of a grade for every day that they are late.  For example, an "A" would be dropped to an "A-."  Exceptions will be made only for extended emergencies, such as hospital stays, but not for lesser problems, such as computer equipment failures or conflicting obligations.

Student's work will be graded by how well they meet the demands of the assignment, as judged by the professor.  If any portion of the student's work is not original, the assignment will receive zero credit and most likely an "F" will be given for the course.

Arriving in class after the in-class quiz has been assigned counts as missing it.  No make-ups is provided.

As a policy, I do not give out "incomplete" as a final grade and require that all work be completed by the end of the semester.

Plagiarism (taken from the UConn Student Code):

A fundamental tenet of all educational institutions is academic honesty; academic work depends upon respect for and acknowledgement of the research and ideas of others. Misrepresenting someone else's work as one's own is a serious offense in any academic setting and it will not be condoned.

Academic misconduct includes, but is not limited to, providing or receiving assistance in a manner not authorized by the instructor in the creation of work to be submitted for academic evaluation (e.g. papers, projects, and examinations); any attempt to influence improperly (e.g. bribery, threats) any member of the faculty, staff, or administration of the University in any matter pertaining to academics or research; presenting, as one's own, the ideas or words of another for academic evaluation; doing unauthorized academic work for which another person will receive credit or be evaluated; and presenting the same or substantially the same papers or projects in two or more courses without the explicit permission of the instructors involved.

Common forms of plagiarism include using other people's ideas without citing them, and using three or more consecutive words from another source without properly quoting them.

Academic misconduct perpetrated on rough drafts and quizzes is still academic misconduct.  Unintentional academic misconduct is still academic misconduct, for you are responsible for your work.  A student who knowingly assists another student in committing an act of academic misconduct shall be equally accountable for the violation, and shall be subject to the sanctions and other remedies described in The Student Code.

	Class Date
	Class Topic
	Readings

	Aug 29
	Introduction

	

	Aug 31
	What is Soc. Psychology?

Reinforcement theory

Cognitive theory
	MDM, pp. 1-5, 9-24

Cahill 3, "Islands of Meaning"

	Sept 5
	Role theory

Symbolic interactionism


	MDM, pp. 7-16
Cahill 12, "The Presentation of Self"

	Sept 7
	Evolutionary theory

Socialization
	MDM 16-19; Chapter 3

Cahill 29, "Borderwork among Girls and Boys"



	Sept 12
	Outcomes of socialization


	Cahill 6, "Young Children's Use of Identities"

*** Paper 1 assigned ***



	Sept 14
	Self & identity
	MDM Chapter 4

Cahill 13, "The Glorified Self"

Cahill 15, "Narratives of Self in CoA"



	Sept 19
	Self-Identity II
	Film, Trekkies 
*** Paper 1 topic due ***

	Sept 21
	Emotional work
	MDM, pp. 96-98

Cahill 11, "Managing Emotions in Medical School"



	Sept 26
	Life course
	MDM Chapter 16

Cahill 20, "A Personal Story of Doing Family"



	Sept 28
	Life course II
	Film, 42-up


	Oct 3
	Attitudes
	MDM, pp. 139-149

Cahill 9, "Social Basis of Drug Experience"

Cahill 30, "The Black Male in Public"



	Oct 5
	Attitudes and Behavior
	MDM, pp. 149-161

*** Paper 1 Due ***



	Oct 10
	Social influence
	MDM Chapter 8

*** Paper 2 Assigned ***


	Oct 12
	Cohesion and conformity 
	MDM Chapter 13

Cahill 27, "Competing Legalities on Sixth Ave"

Cahill 35, "Historical Construction of Holocaust"



	Oct 17
	What Should I Do with My Life?
	Film: Missionary Positions

	Oct 19
	Midterm

	

	Oct 24
	Attribution theory
	MDM Chapter 5

Cahill 16, "Face-Work and Interaction Rituals"



	Oct 26
	Aggression
	MDM Chapter 11

Cahill 34, "The Evolution of Road Rage"

*** Paper 1 Revision Due ***


	Oct 31
	Impression management
	MDM Chapter 9

Cahill 17, "Interactional Order of Public Bathroom"

Cahill 18, "Wheelchair Users Interpersonal…"

	Nov 2
	TBA
	

	Nov 7
	Impression management II


	Film: Murderball

	Nov 9
	Interpersonal attraction and relationships
	MDM Chapter 12

Cahill 7, "Media Images' Influence on Adolescent"

Cahill 24, "Preadolescent Cliques, Friendships



	Nov 14
	Social structure and personality
	MDM Chapter 17

Cahill 10, "Historical Struggle for Self-Control"



	Nov 16
	Group structure
	MDM Chapter 14



	Nov 28
	Collective Behavior
	MDM Chapter 19
*** Paper 2 due ***

	Nov 30


	Collective Behavior II
	Film: The War at Home


	Dec 5
	Student Presentations
	

	Dec 7


	Last day
	

	Dec 12
	10:30-12:30
	Preliminary Date for Final
Paper 2 revision due



